Roundup #8
Janet Biehl: Bookchin, Öcalan, and the Dialectics of Democracy
“The victory of capitalism was not simply fate,” Öcalan wrote in 2004. “There could have
been a different development.” To regard capitalism and the nation-state as inevitable
“leaves history to those in power.” Rather, “there is always only a certain probability for
things to happen … there is always an option of freedom.”
Maurizio Lazzarato: “El capitalismo no necesita de la democracia”
“El filósofo italiano realiza una profunda crítica del sistema capitalista, al que define como
esencialmente financiero, además de caracterizarlo de bélico, sexista y racista”
Theodor W. Adorno: Resignation
“The happiness that dawns in the eye of the thinking person is the happiness of humanity.
The universal tendency of oppression is opposed to thought as such. Thought is happiness,
even where it defines unhappiness: by enunciating it. By this alone happiness reaches into
the universal unhappiness. Whoever does no let it atrophy has not yet resigned.”
Moishe Postone: Capitalism, Temporality and the Crisis of Labor
“The current crisis has laid bare the contradictory and shaky character of contemporary
capitalism. Yet the essentially inchoate responses to the crisis have dramatically revealed
the absence of a robust conceptualization of post-capitalist society and, by implication, of a
robust critique of capital. One result has been the continued hegemony of neoliberal
discourses and policies. Moishe Postone seeks to fundamentally rethink the core categories
of Marx’s critique of political economy in the fall 2015 Ellen Maria Gorrissen lecture. He
argues that Marx’s mature critique of political economy, as elaborated in the Grundrisse
and Kapital, provides the basis for a different critical theory of modernity with
contemporary significance.”
Damian Carrington: Arctic Stronghold of the World’s Seeds Flooded After Permafrost Melts
“It was designed as an impregnable deep-freeze to protect the world’s most precious seeds
from any global disaster and ensure humanity’s food supply forever. But the Global Seed
Vault, buried in a mountain deep inside the Arctic circle, has been breached after global
warming produced extraordinary temperatures over the winter, sending meltwater gushing
into the entrance tunnel.”

